ICE THEATRE OF MEW TORK

Thinty years. Mot s0 many centurics
ago, thirty years was more than the average
human lifespun. Yet that is how long Tee
Theuatre of New York, the first nonproditc
artistic ive dunce compuny in America,
has endored wnd thrived - thanks to the
vision of founding anistic directer Moira
Muorth, whe remains tenaciously dedicuted
wr developing skating us & medium for
movement expression of the highest
artistic caliber.

Three decades of  continuous
progrumming is an impressive milestone
fur any aris organization, even one with
mure penerous funding, In lee Theatne's
curly days, due to the scarcity and high
vost of fve tme, s artises bad to rehearse

without pay in the middle of the night.
But the company s longevity is now only
rivaled by its list of wecomplishments,
These range from nunoring emerging
urtists amd choreographers, w showcasing
world-class talent, to becoming America’s
first artistic ice group to cam support from
the Nutional Endowment for the Arts, the
Mew York State Council on the Ants, and
the Mew York Department of Cultural
Affairs.

One of the compuny’s carly triumphs
wis HARD EDGE, produced in 1988 at
the old Sky Rink on West Mih Sirect,
with guest appearances by John Cuorry
and Buoded by Mew York Times dance
critic Anng  Kisselgoff. Legendary
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skuting innevator Gury Bescom culls that
praduction “a highlight in my career. 1
still get compliments for the 22-minoee
sulo that opened that show, which TTNY
shured on YeuTube.”

As purt of its mission to elevate the
medinm of amistic motgon on jce, loe
Theatre has since colluborated directly
with many notable modern and classical
dunce choreogruphers, inclading Dravid
Parsons, Edward Villellu, Lar Lubovitch,
JoAnne Mendl Shaw, Ann Carlson,
Tucyulyn Buglisi. amd Susan Murshall. The
company has also helped gestute o new
breed of skater-duncer-choreogrupher,
such as Katherine Healy, David Liuw,
und Heather Huarrington, who alse dance




amil choreograph for professional danee
COnmpanies.

Among  other notable  alummni
of the company are Judy Blumberg
and Dwouglas Webster, whoe were
Co-Ensemble Directors for many years.
Judy, an Olympic ice dancer, became one
of vur leading ludies und choreography
runslutors  before seuling in Sumn
Walley. Douglas sturted as o skuter/
perfermer, grew into a choreogrupher,
amd eventually became Artistic Director
fur several years befons creating his own
COMPany.

According to Huarrington, “Muira
is 4 gift to the world of skating. She
thinks of the impossible and does

it She created a place where artists
could gather and inspire one another
te bring the mediom beyond the uswal
conpetitive and ice show sesthetic. She
saw whut skating could be und had the
vision, determination, and passion
bring it there, educating an smdience tw
see differently.

Added Mendl Shaw, “Moira
has done an wmazing job of creating
u community and viable possibilities
fur Ice Theatre to be u visible pan
of the cultmul ecology of New York.
Ice Theatre hus browght ice dance w
Chelses  Piers, Rockefeller Center,
Wollmen Rink in Central Purk, and
up into Harlem. This has been a very

importunt contribution to the delight of
living in the city.”

“Muira hus also been tireless about
supporting ice dance as an art form,
giving skuters of all ages an opporiumity
to perfurm outside of competitions. and
the older ones an opportunity to be part
of her support petwork and board of
directors.™

Morth's grundest visions inchode
credting & world-cluss  performance
facility in Mew York for theatrical
cnsemble skating, developing a viable
puradigm fur international touring, and
performing at dunce amd wrts festivals.
Another dream is to colluborate with
urtists from the opera and theatre
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domains, so that the ke mediom can be used w
explore bigger themes at major vemses like the
Mext Wave Festival at the Brooklyn Academy
of Music. OF course such grand visions depend
on significantly expanded support from  both
private and public sectors, in no small pan because
rehearsal ime on joe fnks can cost 20 (o7 more)
times as much as damee groups need w opay for
studio space.

In the nearer term, Ice Theatre continues. with
its regular New York programming. This includes
the City Skate Concert Series at Rockefeller Center
amd other metropolitan rinks, an outreach program
for New York pubic school children {the Mew
Works and Young Arists Series), and the Home
Season performunces next spring, which will
feature a retrospective of select works from the
past 30 years (over TO pieces ane in the repertory)
along with exciting pew choreography. Future
collaborations include Improv Everywhere and the
MIT Media Lab

Said Executive Directer Jiring Ribbens, “it's
amazing how something that stanted in Moira®s lofit
has survived 30 years and grown into, essentially,
a lurge mesdern dance company. Moire has been
fubulous at finding choreographers like Parsons
amd Buglisi, who don’t know the medivm but come
wr it with fresh, curious minds. Since eur work
straddles dance and sport, on the econemic side our
chullenge is to fnd visionary funders who ses in us
the opporiunity @0 creste a new ant form: dancing
um ice, taking the virmuosic element of the sport of
ice skating und expunding it o o soul-felt sctivity
that goes beyond the physical.”™

Dariel Cresmer (s the founder and owner af Sefsmuc Skare
Symtems, o prominenl brand manafecrarer of high-end
longhoard skatehoard prodiects. He alse writes about the
aris for publications far ard wide
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WELCOME TO OUR 3JOTH
ANNIVERSARY BENEFIT GALA

I am so glad you are here celebrating with us and
I thank you for all of vour past support. Iee Theatre
of Mew York could not have reached this milestone
without your generous backing.

With your help Ice Theatre will enter the next
decade with renewed enthusiasm. 'We will not only
maingain the imponant work that we have been doing,
but also significantly increase our exploration of what
is possible with theatrical dance movement on the ice.

I imvite you o join us at our weekly Edge Classes at
Sky Rink, our City Skate Concert Series at Rockefeller
Rink, our outreach program, the Mew Works and Young
Artists Series, as well as our Home Season in the Spring,
which will be a celebration of all skating.

Skatng: "... combines amd srpasses e jovs
af fiving and dancing; only in a certain fry of a
IIr{"{I'.ITu' I:II'J we ever {'ll.'lf aifdidn o |I£|ll.:|r|f.|' IIY_S,'TFI’
af the same ravishing experience of exulrantdy
shinoming the earth.

— Emest Jones, Biographer of Freud
Toin us as we glide pracefully into the next decade of
choreography. collaborations and educational outreach
programming.
Warm Wishes,
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